
SAINT LOUIS COUNTY POLICE 

Neighborhood Watch Letter 
September 2009 

Wildwood Precinct 
17014 New College Avenue 

Wildwood, MO 63040 

(636) 458-9194 
 

Highlights:    
Texting While Driving 

Methamphetamine Production 

Door-To-Door Scams 

Solicitors 

Dealing with Bullies 

Student Stimulant Abuse 

Social Networking Sites 

Burglary/Stealing Arrest 

Car/Garage Hopping Reminder 
 

Texting While Driving (RSMo. 304.820)  
The Missouri State Legislature recently passed a law prohibiting any driver 21 

years of age or younger from sending, reading, or writing a text message while 

operating a motor vehicle.  There are some exceptions to this law, such as to 

summon medical or emergency help.  The following links show how dangerous 

it is for ANYONE to perform text message activities while driving: 

1.     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDlYSPVro0Q 

2.     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJyU3h0dNT0 

 
Methamphetamine Production (One – Pot Method)  
This is possibly the most dangerous way of making methamphetamine.  Using 

the ―One - Pot Method‖ means that cooks can make the drug in one sealed 

container that is generally flipped upside-down to cause the reaction needed 

to turn several toxic ingredients into meth.  

The chemical reaction going on inside the container (which can be anything 

from a lantern fuel can to a soda bottle) causes an extremely high amount of 

pressure to build up within the container. The resulting effect may be an 

explosion. 

The biggest danger in relation to this method is the fact that it is fast and 

portable. So portable in fact, that it is most common to find people using this 

method to make meth in their car. They generally drive around while the meth is 

being made in an effort to release the fumes. When the process is over they 

simply throw the used container filled with toxic chemical residue out of the 

window.  The remnants of the chemicals that remain in the container are 

generally muddy brown in color. Notwithstanding the environmental impact, it 

also poses an extreme hazard to anyone who may pick up the container.  

Please contact Officer Robert Wolff at the Wildwood Precinct station if you have 

any questions.  

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDlYSPVro0Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJyU3h0dNT0


 

Door – To- Door Scams  
Many residents within the City of Wildwood have been victims of door-to-door 

scams.  These scams often involve the mention of a charitable organization 

such as Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital.  These ―door-to-door thieves‖ 

prey upon the generosity of people by pulling their heartstrings with all kinds of 

fictitious stories.  The following article was taken from an AARP Bulletin and is 

very similar to some of the cases we have seen here in Wildwood: 
 
“Heather” came knocking on the door:  “She said she was a soccer player at Iowa State 
University and her team was collecting money to buy books for children in need,“ 
recalls victim Harriet Summa. 
The young woman who appeared at her door was well dressed, articulate and helpful.  
“Heather” asked if she could do any chores for Harriet Summa, and then changed a 
light bulb in the garage.  Summa, 86, immediately got her checkbook. 
Then “Heather” got pushy.  “I first offered $20, but she asked for $40.  She said she had 
a quota she needed to make,” Summa said.  “I figured I could afford it, so I wrote the 
check for $40.” 
Two nights later, the local TV news reported on a rash of door-to-door scams across 
central Iowa, all by a young woman falsely claiming she was an Iowa State soccer 
player seeking charitable donations.  This woman duped dozens of people out of $5 to 
$120 a visit.   
“I was furious,” Summa says.  She got even angrier when she realized that “Heather” 
had given her a donation receipt – backdated to 2005 – from Quality Subscriptions Inc., 
of Buford, Georgia.  Her donation was in fact for magazines she’d never ordered – and 
“Heather” had never even mentioned magazines.  Quality Subscriptions is part of 
United Family Circulation, which has drawn more than 80 complaints nationwide to 
the Better Business Bureau for falsely selling magazines door to door. 
Complaints about United Family and its subsidiaries say their pitchmen misrepresent 
themselves as neighbors or students raising money for charities or scholarships (the 
salespeople are typically teens and young adults).  Magazines are often marked up 
300% and odds are that you will never receive them.  The company says it does not 
condone or teach this approach in its training. 
Besides scamming people, crews pushing magazine sales and other products have 
committed numerous felonies in recent years.  Older people are most vulnerable.  They 
invite salespeople in and when the resident is in the kitchen getting the salesperson a 
glass of water, the salesperson is stealing their medication, checkbooks, and wallets. 
 

This type of scenario, although anecdotal, goes on every day in cities all over 

the United States.  Take caution and do not become a victim.  Other than a Girl 

Scout or Boy Scout, unless you know the person making a sales pitch, it is 

advisable not to deal with them. 

When approached by a door-to-door salesperson, you may want to let the 

solicitor know that it is nothing against them personally, but you no longer 

participate with any solicitations conducted in this manner.   

If you have any further questions about solicitation please call Officers Robert 

Wolff or Brad Wood at the Wildwood Precinct station.   

 

 

 

 



 
Solicitors 
Individuals who attempt to sell items door to door must have a permit issued by 

the City of Wildwood in their possession at all times.  St. Louis County permits are 

not valid within the city limits of Wildwood.  Failure to comply can result in their 

arrest.  In addition, solicitors must observe the following hours of operation:  

9:00AM–7:00PM from the months of November through March and 9:00AM-

8:00PM during any other month.  We encourage all citizens to contact this 

department if they determine a solicitor is in violation. 

 
Dealing with Bullies 
Sometimes the idea of a bully seems more like a sitcom plot than a reality. 

However, bullies are one of the big things parents continue to worry about when 

sending their child to school.  Kids don't usually admit they are being abused at 

school. Parents must make it clear to kids how essential it is to share this 

information. The following information will be helpful if you discover that your 

child is the victim of a bully: 
• Talk to the principal or school counselor.  Explain the situation and give them a 

chance to deal with the problem.  It is a good idea to go to the school in person 

to show them how serious you are about the situation. 

• If the bullying situation does not cease, ask to meet at the school with the bully’s 

parents.  Make them aware of what is going on and ask them to deal with it 

immediately. 

• You can also contact the local authorities.  Remember that most schools have 

an assigned Resource Police Officer and he/she can be contacted in reference 

to the bullying situation.  This step rarely has to be taken, however, it is very 

effective.  Going to the police does not mean that you want to have the bully 

arrested.  Think of the police officer as another mediator, one the bully’s parents 

may be more likely with which to meet. 

Many of you have seen the recent video of a student being attacked on a 

school bus in Belleville, Illinois.  Schools and local authorities take the safety of 

students very seriously and would like to be contacted in any situation where a 

student is being bullied, especially if a physical assault has occurred. 

 
Student Stimulant Abuse (drugfree.org) 

There is mounting evidence that classic ―test cram sessions‖ fueled by strong 

coffee have been replaced with all-nighters courtesy of prescription stimulant 

drugs.  Used by individuals to sharpen focus and enhance concentration, these 

medications are readily available on many school campuses and seem widely 

accepted among the student body. 

The medications at hand – prescription stimulants like Adderall and Ritalin – are 

legal when taken by a student who has been diagnosed with Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).  The second student who is taking the drugs for 

an academic edge is pushing the boundaries of the law and his/her safety. 

When used to treat ADHD, the benefits of the medications such as Ritalin are 

very helpful.  However, if the drugs are used for performance enhancement, 

serious side effects can occur, e.g., allergic reaction.  For further information 

please refer to the attachment entitled, Ritalin Abuse.  If you have any 

questions please call Officer Robert Wolff at the Wildwood Precinct station.     

 

    



Social Networking Sites (Federal Trade Commission) 

The Federal Trade Commission, the nation’s consumer protection agency, is 

urging kids not to post personal information online that they don’t want the 

whole world to know. The Internet is the world’s biggest information exchange 

and many more people could see your information than you intend - including 

strangers, some of whom could be dangerous.  

Social networking sites have added a new factor to the ―friends of friends‖ 

equation. By providing information about yourself and using blogs, chat rooms, 

email, or instant messaging, you can communicate, either within a limited 

community, or with the world at large. But while the sites can increase your 

circle of friends, they also can increase your exposure to people who have less-

than-friendly intentions. You’ve heard the stories about people who were 

stalked by someone they met online, had their identity stolen, or had their 

computer hacked. 

The Federal Trade Commission suggests these tips for socializing safely online:  
 

• Think about how different sites work before deciding to join.  Some sites will allow only a 

defined community of users to access posted content; others allow anyone and 

everyone to view postings.  

 
• Think about keeping some control over the information you post.  Consider restricting 

access to your page to a select group of people (your friends from school, your club, 

your team, your community groups, or your family).  

 
• Keep your information to yourself. Don’t post your full name, Social Security Number, 

address, phone number, or bank and credit card account numbers — and don’t post 

other people’s information, either. Be cautious about posting information that could be 

used to identify you or locate you offline.  This could include the name of your school, 

sports team, clubs, and where you work or hang out.  
 
• Make sure your screen name doesn’t say too much about you.  Don’t use your name, 

your age, or your hometown.  You may think your screen name makes you anonymous,  

but it doesn’t take a genius to combine clues to figure out who you are and where you 

can be found.  
 
• Post only information that you are comfortable with others seeing — and knowing — 

about you.  Many people can see your page, including your parents, your teachers, the 

police, the college you might want to apply to next year, or the job you might want to 

apply for in five years.  

 
• Remember that once you post information online, you can’t take it back.  Even if you 

delete the information from a site, older versions exist on other people’s computers.  

 
• Consider not posting your photo.  It can be altered and broadcast in ways you may not 

be happy about.  If you do post one, ask yourself whether it’s one your mom and dad 

would display in the living room.  

 
• Flirting with strangers online could have serious consequences.  Because some people lie 

about whom they really are, you never really know the true identity of the person.  

 
• Be wary if a new online friend wants to meet you in person.  Before you decide to meet 

someone, do your homework on this individual: Ask whether any of your friends know the 

person, and see what background you can dig up through online search engines.  If you 

decide to meet them, be smart about it (meet in a public place, during the day, with 

friends you trust).  Tell an adult or a responsible sibling where you’re going, and when you 

expect to be back.  
 

 



 
Burglary/Stealing Arrest 
A suspect has been arrested in conjunction with numerous burglaries and 

stealing incidents within the City of Wildwood.  Officers have recovered 

numerous stolen items from the suspect ranging from bicycles to electronic 

scooters.  If you have been a victim of a theft and did not file a report with the 

police department, please call the Wildwood Precinct station at (636) 458-9194.  

If you did file a report, expect a call from investigating officers in reference to 

your case. 

                                           
Car/Garage Hopping (Reminder) 
A growing crime among teenagers that involves entering unlocked vehicles or 

garages and stealing valuables is termed, ―car/garage hopping‖.  Prevention 

of these thefts many times is quite simple.  Because frequently the property 

being stolen is in plain view in a vehicle that is unlocked or in a garage in which 

the door has been left open, by locking the vehicle or closing the garage door, 

a theft will not occur.  What used to be just crimes of opportunity are now 

planned crimes.  It is a simple matter of attraction.  Valuable property that is 

easily stolen is attractive to a thief.  Removing the attraction will stop the crime. 

The following is a short piece that was seen on a teenage blog in reference to 

car/garage hopping: 

  Walk down streets near your house and approach cars that are parked in the street or 

in a driveway.  Casually check the doors to see if they are unlocked.  If you are lucky 

enough to find an unlocked car, go through it looking for money, I-Pods, cell phones, 

stereos, wallets, purses, gift cards (you get the idea).  Take the loot and quietly shut the 

car door then move to the next vehicle.  Happy hunting! 
 

Police officers of the Wildwood Precinct ask residents seeing suspicious activity, 

particularly at night, to call the police.  They ask that residents be especially 

aware of small groups of teenagers wandering or driving through 

neighborhoods checking cars.  If you have any questions please call Officer 

Robert Wolff at the Wildwood Precinct station (636) 458-9194. 
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